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         MIDDLE PAXTON TOWNSHIP 

 Planning Commission  

Meeting Minutes 

  May 11, 2026 
 

The May 12, 2026, meeting of the Middle Paxton Township Planning Commission was called to 

order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Jeffrey Smith. The following members were also in attendance: 

Gary Deimler, Liz Rodda, Donald Morse, and Beverly Martel, Alternate.    

 

Also in attendance were Julie Ann Seeds, Recording Secretary, Ed Fisher, Zoning Officer with 

Light-Heigel & Associates, Lindsey Gier with Dauphin County Planning Commission, and Andy 

Francos, Esq., with Eckert, Seamans, Cherin & Mellott, LLC, representing the Township. Chip 

Brown, Justin Wingenfield, and Ralph Stone were absent.    

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, Planning Commission members acknowledged 

Beverly Martel, who was recently appointed as an alternate member of the Planning Commission 

and was attending her first meeting in that capacity. 

 

The February 9, 2026, meeting minutes were then reviewed. A motion was made by Liz Rodda to 

approve the February 9, 2026, meeting minutes as submitted, seconded by Don Morse. The 

motion carried unanimously. Gary Deimler abstained due to his absence from the February 

meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

 

Zoning Ordinance Update  

 

Jeff Smith and Julie Seeds provided an update on the Zoning Ordinance project, noting that 

meetings have been scheduled to review outstanding items and finalize the Data Center Ordinance 

language for inclusion in the draft Zoning Ordinance. The draft Ordinance is anticipated to be 

completed and distributed at the June Planning Commission meeting. 

 

Petition for a Zoning Amendment Dauphin Mini Storage, LLC – To permit mini-storage 

warehouses in the Mixed-Use (MX) District. 
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James Strong, Esquire, of McNees, Wallace & Nurick, appeared on behalf of Dauphin Mini 

Storage, LLC, presented a revised proposed text amendment that would permit mini-storage 

warehouses within the Mixed-Use (MX) District. The applicant is seeking to expand the existing 

facility; however, this use is not currently permitted within the MX District. Mr. Strong noted that 

revisions had been made to the proposed amendment based on discussion at the February 9, 2026, 

Planning Commission meeting. 

Lindsey Grier of the Dauphin County Planning Commission commented that, upon review of the 

proposed text amendment, the use appears consistent with the intent and character of the Mixed-

Use District. 

Ed Fisher, Township Zoning Officer with Light-Heigel & Associates, distributed a memorandum 

dated May 9, 2026, recommending additional language to be incorporated into the proposed 

amendment. Recommended revisions included requiring a six-foot-high perimeter fence and 

specifying that all facilities along the road frontage be screened with an ornamental fence or a 

brick- or stone-faced masonry wall. 

Attorney James Strong conferred with the property owner and agreed to revise the text 

amendment to incorporate the recommendations outlined in Mr. Fisher’s May 9, 2026 

memorandum. 

Motion by Don Morse to recommend approval to the Board of Supervisors of the proposed text 

amendment permitting mini-storage warehouses within the Mixed-Use (MX) District, inclusive of 

the revisions discussed from the Light-Heigel & Associates Memo dated May 9, 2026, seconded 

by Liz Rodda. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

New Business  

 

There was no new business.  

 

The Meeting adjourned at 7:28 P.M upon a motion by Gary Deimler, seconded by Don Morse. 

Motion carried unanimously.  

  

 

Respectively Submitted, 

 

 

Julie A. Seeds 

Recording Secretary 


