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MIDDLE PAXTON TOWNSHIP
Planning Commission
Reorganizational Meeting Minutes

February 9, 2026

The February 9, 2026, Reorganizational Meeting of the Middle Paxton Township Planning Commission
was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Township Manager and Recording
Secretary, Julie Ann Seeds. The following members were present; Liz Rodda, Jeff Smith, Don Morse,
Chip Brown, and Gary Deilmer. Also, present were Jake Hoffman, Township Engineer, with H.R.G,
Inc., Brett Flower, Township Solicitor, with Eckert, Seamans, Cherin & Mellot LLC., and Lindsey
Grier, with Dauphin County Planning Commission.

Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, nominations for Chairperson were requested. Jeff Smith
was nominated by Liz Rodda, seconded by Chip Brown. The nominations were closed, and Jeff Smith
was elected by unanimous vote and assumed the Chair.

Jeff Smith requested nominations for Vice-Chairperson. Don Morse was nominated as Vice-Chair by
Liz Rodda, seconded by Chip Brown. The nominations were closed and
Don Morse was elected by unanimous vote.

Chairman Smith asked whether all members were in general agreement with the meeting dates and time,
set for the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., and the location at the Township Meeting Room,
10 Elizabeth Avenue. Motion by Chip Brown to set the day and time as the second Monday of the
month at 7:00 P.M, with the location of the meetings at the Township Meeting Room, was seconded by
Gary Deimler. The motion carried unanimously.

The regular meeting commenced at this time.

The October 13, 2025, meeting minutes were reviewed. Don Morse moved to approve the meeting
minutes as presented, seconded by Gary Deimler. The motion carried unanimously.

Old Business

Jeff Smith and Julie Seeds provided a summary of the Zoning Ordinance update project, noting that
meeting dates have been scheduled to review the remaining Articles and to examine Data Center
Ordinance language for inclusion in the draft Zoning Ordinance. The draft is anticipated to be completed
by the May Planning Commission meeting.



New Business

Preliminary/Final Subdivision Plan for the Harrisburg Postal Workers Gun Club and
Robert & P. & Cynthia K. Pugh.

Scott Akens with Mellott Engineering was in attendance to present the Preliminary/Final Subdivision
Plan for the Harrisburg Postal Workers Gun Club and Robert & P. & Cynthia K. Pugh, dated May 19,
2025, explaining that the purpose of the plan is to subdivide Lot #1B from the existing Lot #1. Lot #1B
is to be added to existing Lot #1 A and is not intended to remain as a separate Lot. Proposed Lot #1 A
will contain 13.68 acres. Residual Lot #1 will contain 10.497 acres.

Jake Hoffman with H.R.G., INC. reviewed the comment letter dated January 30, 2026, listing the waiver
request, SALDO 307, Sheet size, and reported that the remaining comments are minor and
administrative in nature.

Lindsey Grier with the Dauphin County Planning Commission reviewed the comment letter dated May
23, 2025, and reported that the revised plan addressed all the comments.

The Planning Commission recommended approval of the following waiver:
1. SALDO Section 307 — Sheet Size
Liz Rodda moved to recommend the waiver, seconded by Gary Deimler.
Motion carried unanimously.

The plan itself was recommended for approval contingent upon the following:

1. Compliance with H.R.G, Inc., comment letter dated January 30, 2026.

2. Compliance with the Dauphin County Planning Commission comment letter dated May 23, 2025.
Chip Brown moved to recommend the plan, seconded by Liz Rodda.
Motion carried unanimously.

Introduction of Petition for a Zoning Amendment -Dauphin Mini Storage, LL.C

To permit mini-storage warehouses in the Mixed-Use (MX) District.

James Strong, Esquire, of McNees, Wallace & Nurick, attended on behalf of Dauphin Mini Storage,
LLC, along with John Murphy, Engineer, to present a proposed text amendment that would allow mini-
storage warehouses in the Mixed-Use (MX) District. The owner wishes to expand, but this use is not
currently permitted in the Mixed-Use District.

A discussion ensued among the Planning Commission members regarding concerns that an individual
could purchase multiple properties within the Mixed-Use District for the development of mini-storage
warehouses. Additional comments noted that the use generally generates minimal traffic and noise. The
Commission also observed that the existing mini-storage facility experiences vehicle backup issues at
the entrance gate, which is located in close proximity to S.R. 225 (Peter’s Mountain Road). Mr. Strong
stated that this issue would be addressed and resolved during the Land Development Plan review
process should the proposed Text Amendment proceed.

Lindsey Grier with Dauphin County Planning Commission commented that, in reviewing the proposed
Text Amendment, the Use is in line with the spirit of the Mixed-Use district.

Chairman Jeff Smith recommended that the applicant make the changes per the comments received and
send the revised proposed Text Amendment to Recording Secretary Julie Seeds for distribution to the
Planning Commission for their review prior to the next meeting.



The Meeting adjourned at 8:01 P.M.

Respectively Submitted,

Julie A. Seeds
Recording Secretary



