
2017 WINTER -SUMMER NEWSLETTER  

The Middle Paxton Digest is published periodically for the residents of Middle Paxton Township 

and Dauphin Borough. Residents wishing to submit newsworthy items, including Township history, 

current or historical photos, or upcoming events, are urged to do so by providing articles and   

details via email, regular mail or submitting to Township Office, 10 Elizabeth Avenue. Mailing     

address is P.O. Box 277, Dauphin PA 17018. We reserve the right to edit materials submitted to 

meet space requirements. For additional details, please call the Township Manager at                

(717) 921-8128, or email your questions to middlepaxtontwp@comcast.net.  Please note the 

Townshipõs website is www.middlepaxtontwp.org       

 

The public is cordially invited to attend all meetings. All meetings are held in the  

Community Meeting Room, 10 Elizabeth Avenue.  

2017 BOARD OF     

SUPERVISORS 
Meets the 1st Monday at 7:00 P.M. 

¶ Jeffery Smith  
Chairman/Treasurer  

¶ Jim Fisher  
Vice Chair./Asst. Sec.  

¶ Richard Peffer  

¶ Wilbur Evans  

¶ Larry Cooney  

Manager  

¶  Julie Ann Seeds 

Roadmaster  

¶ Bob Hofer  

EMC 

¶   Bob Rusbatch  
 

 

Planning Commission  

Meets the 2nd Monday at 7:00 P.M. 

¶ Liz Rodda ðChair  

¶ Jeff Smith - Vice Chair  

¶ Bill Kotkiewicz  

¶ Don Morse  

¶ Chip Brown  

¶ Gary Deimler  

¶ Ralph Stone  

Zoning Hearing Board  

Meets the 2nd Thursday at 7:00 

P.M., as needed 

¶ James Allen 

¶ Cathy Dehart  

¶ Debra Eshelman  

¶ Sandy Reightler  

      MIDDLE PAXTON DIGEST   
 

CHECK OUT THE NEW TOWNSHIP 

WEBSITE!  

       The new Township website is up and running!   
The web address is www.middlepaxtontwp.org.  Accessible on the 
Website is the Zoning Ordinance, the Subdivision Land Development 
Ordinance and various applications and forms.  Also available is    
information about various organizations and agencies that are      
commonly requested.  Agendas and minutes from the Board of     
Supervisors and Planning Commission meetings are posted.  
 
Check it out and let us know what you think.  The webpage will    
continue to be a work in progress with the intent of making it the ñgo 
toò place for helpful information for Township residents. 

            MIDDLE PAXTON TOWNSHIP  

 A PLACE TO LIVE AND GROW  

                Boyd Big Tree Preserve Conservation Area  

                                 Fishing Creek Valley 



 
 

 

ITEMS IN TOWNSHIP RIGHT OF WAYS  
 

The Township Roadmaster reported several items that are in the right of way of Township roads.  
Letters will be sent requesting removal of the items.  If they are not removed the Township will take 
proper action to remove the items so roads can be safely maintained.  This includes but is not      
limited to basketball hoops, cars, boats, and trailers.  This is for the entire year, not just winter 
months.   (See article at the bottom of the page for more information on Right of Ways)  

 

ROAD MAINTENANCE  
 
Middle Paxton Township has approximately 40 miles of roadway to maintain throughout the year 
and especially during the winter season.  The Township encourages common sense practice when 
traveling or cleaning driveways etc. during and following storm events, be it large or small.             
An Ordinance was adopted this year stating that if a Snow Emergency is Declared, all vehicles 
must be removed from Township Roads.  If they are not moved the owner of the vehicle may be 
cited.   Absence of parked vehicles facilitates plowing and cindering operations.  

Please DO NOT BLOW OR THROW SNOW  OR LEAVES  BACK INTO THE ROADWAY!  This 
can potentially lead to an accident and is unlawful.  I know itôs the easy way out, but it is not the legal 
way out.  It is illegal to blow leaves, branches, lawn clippings etc., in the roads.  All the debris will 
clog the stormwater drains and lead to flooding that can cause road damage, cracks and potholes.  
In addition, the leaves can become slick when they get wet which can lead to accidents.   

TOWNSHIP ROADS AND RIGHT OF WAYS  
Township Roads do not stop at the paved area, there are additional right of ways on both sides of 
the road.  See image below.  In addition,  the right of way width varies, some roads may have a 33ô 
right of way while others a 40ô or even a 50ô right of way.   The right of ways are not to place items 
such as basketball hoops, boat or car trailers, recreation vehicles, wood piles, mulch piles, etc.  This 
area is to remain open for road maintenance.  Letters will be sent to all residents who have objects 
in the right of ways for removal.  This is especially critical during the winter season.  Plow drivers 
should not have to worry about dodging  items while plowing at 2:00 AM during a snow storm. Also, 
you may be responsible if any Township equipment is damaged from hitting any object while       
maintaining the roads.  (See Figure 1) 

Also, if you are having work performed at your house        
including lawn maintenance,  the contractor is not permitted 
to place any equipment, dumpsters, porta pots, trailers, and 
construction materials on the Township road or right of way.  

Township Roads are not for your use to place items!    

     
     
                                                       

 

         

       ROADMASTERõS REPORT  



       ROADMASTERõS REPORT  

2017 ROAD PROJECTS  

 
Township Roads scheduled to be paved:  

 Frog Hollow Road 

 McKelvey Road  

 

Pipe replacement work is scheduled for Blue Mountain  

Parkway  

 

Dates for roadwork will be posted on the Township  

Website and Facebook Page  

 

Patch and repairs are scheduled for various roads . 

 

 
Please use patience and extreme caution and adhere to all signs and watch for 

flaggers while traveling through road work areas  

 

GENERAL MAINTENANCE OF ROADS  

 
STREET SWEEPING IS SCHEDULED DURING THE WEEK OF APRIL 17 -21, 2017  

(WEATHER PENDING & SUBJECT TO CHANGE)  

 
GRADING  ALONG VARIOUS ROADS WILL TAKE PLACE BETWEEN MARCH 

AND JUNE 2017.  Grading of roads improves surface draining and helps prolong the 

life of the pavement. Poor drainage maintenance can have a major effect on the 

IMPORTANT NOTE!  
Please observe and adhere to posted speed limits and stop signs, especially in development    

areas and school bus stops. The Township recently received complaints of people not adhering 

to stop signs, especially in areas where bus tops are located.  The roadcrew also   noticed      

residents are not stopping at the intersection of Denison Drive and Elizabeth Avenue.  Another 

area of concern  is the intersection of Stoney Creek Drive and Vesta Drive.   Please be careful 

and adhere to all road signs in all areas of the Township and Borough, especially in areas as 

mentioned above.   
 
In addition, please take precaution when warmer weather arrives 

for walkers, and bicyclists; especially in areas of Parks and  when the 

Dauphin Pool opens.   Also, this message  goes out to walkers, run-

ners, and bicyclists of all ages.  Please know the rules of the road for 

bicycle safety and pedestrian safety by visiting PennDOT.gov; Par-

ents please teach your children safety when traveling along roads.     

 

                                              Stop, Look and Listen - Think Road Safety!  



 
 

 

Thank you to all residents and business owners who have contacted the 

Township Office to inquire if permits are required for various projects.  It is 

better to know this information beforehand than to be in violation and have 

to remove a structure or sign or have an illegal business. Please keep in 

mind most projects need a permit; building, zoning or both. This   

includes but not limited to fences, gazebos, sheds, chicken coops, 

run - in sheds, decks, garages,  concrete/paver patios and pools 

whether it is built on - site or brought on a truck and placed on your 

property.   

 

Have a business in mind you are thinking about starting or thinking about purchasing a property for sale 

to start a business? Permits and approvals are required for businesses. Please contact the Township   

Office to discuss the process and procedures, and all the facts about  Zoning and businesses. PLEASE 

KEEP IN MIND , not all businesses are permitted in every district throughout the Township.  

  

If you are thinking of that perfect Spring/Summer project, we  look forward to working with you on your 

property improvement projects!  Please do not hesitate to call us with any questions.  The old saying, 

óbuild it and beg forgiveness laterô may cost you in fines and the removal of the project.   With google 

earth and GIS capabilities, it is easy to see what is new compared to what was originally constructed 

according to Dauphin County Property records.  The Zoning Officer can be reached 

at the Township Office  717 -921 -8128 ext. 106.   

 

In addition, a Stormwater Management Plan is required for projects over 1,000 

square feet, (cumulative of all projects). This includes but is not limited to      

pavement projects, sidewalks, concrete patios, swimming pools and decks.       

This is a State mandated ordinance that was adopted to essentially control run off  

that eventually ends up in the Chesapeake Bay.   

 

From the Zoning Officerôs Desk 

   ZONING NEWS  

 
Please note, In the near future, there will be specific days of the week the 

Zoning Officer will be available to answer questions and help you with your 

zoning questions and zoning permits.  We hope this will help to give you 

more individualized attention.   

 
Appointments are highly recommended , and walk-ins may be asked to 

call or email to make an appointment.  Please contact the Township Office at 

(717) 921-8128 ext. 106 and leave a  message and your call will be returned 

or email questions to middletpaxtontwp@comcast.net.       

 
In addition, all zoning questions, including technical questions in regards to zoning 

permits, must be deferred to the Zoning Officer.   

 

 



  Codes Enforcement 
 

The Township has a process in place to help address and possibly remedy         

certain types of issues.  In order for the Code Official to review and address     

complaints, a complaint form must first be completed, giving details about the     

concern, the location and your contact information.  Anonymous  complaints will not 

be addressed. A complaint form can be picked up at the Township office, mailed or 

emailed to you.  Only  complaints registered in this manner will be addressed.  

Once a completed and signed complaint form is received by the Township office, it 

will be reviewed and if warranted, a letter will be sent to the offending property   

owner(s) with copies of the applicable ordinances    included.  In most cases, this step is all that is 

needed to   resolve an issue; however, if after  repeated contact a resolution is not reached, a     

Notice of Violation may be issued with possible fines.  A complainant may be asked to   testify in 

court if the   complaint is not remedied and if a civil complaint is filed at the Magisterial District    

Justiceôs office.  Please contact the Township Office at (717) 921-8128 ext.108, leave a message 

and your call will be returned.  Appointments are required if you would like to discuss your 

concerns at the Township Office or leave a message anytime at the above referenced phone 

number and extension.   If you feel your call is of an urgent matter, please ask to speak to 

the Township Manager.   

TOWNSHIP NEWS  

TOWNSHIP VACANCIES - Need to fill immediately!  

 
         Vacant positions open on the following Boards in the 

 Community:  

 

            Dauphin Middle Paxton Joint Park  Authority  

          Middle Paxton Township Zoning Hearing Board 

 

 
If you would like to volunteer and have time to commit to serve on one of the 

above, please submit a resume with a cover letter to the Township Office.    

 

  ôYou can help transform your Community togetherõ   
  

  

  

  

  

   



  

Emergency Management 
 

¶ Prevention :  preventing, avoiding or stopping a threatened or actual act of terrorism.  
¶ Protection :  protecting our citizens, residents, visitors, and assets against the greatest 

threats and hazards in a manner that allows our interests, aspirations, and way of life to 
thrive. 

¶ Mitigation :  mitigating the loss of life and property by lessening the impact of future         
disasters. 

¶ Response :  responding quickly to save lives, protect property and the environment, and 
meet basic human needs in the aftermath of a catastrophic incident.  

¶ Recovery :  recovering through a focus on the timely restoration, strengthening, and         
revitalization of infrastructure, housing, and a sustainable economy, as well as the health,   
social, cultural, historic, and environmental fabric of communities affected by a catastrophic 
event. 

 
Listed above are the responsibilities of your Emergency Management Coordinator. We plan for 
both manmade and natural disasters or incidents. We work with other responding agencies to 
help prepare, respond and recover. Volunteers are needed to fill positions to assist in planning, 
administrative duties, HAM Radio operators, or meeting with representatives from federal, state, 
and local officials. 
 

Training sessions are held locally and on-line. 
 

If you are interested in helping your community, please contact me.  
 

Bob Rusbatch 

Emergency Management Coordinator, (EMC)  

 

Emergency Management Coordinator - Bob Rusbatch  

                                                                 Welcome to 2017  
 

¶ South Central Alert System or Everbridge Alert System . This is used to 

alert residents of immanent weather issues, or other local emergencies in the 

area. To receive alerts you are urged to register through https://alert.pa.gov .  

You can sign up to have alerts sent in various ways, using your home phone, 

text messages to cell phone, or emails sent to a computer.  

 

¶ If you have a power outage in your area, contact PPL @ 1-800 -342 -5775. If 

your whole neighborhood is out, the more residents that call in and report an is-

sue the quicker they will respond. So have your neighbors call in also. Do not 

assume if only one residence calls that PPL will know the entire area is with-

out power.  

https://alert.pa.gov/

